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ART FUNDRAISER I SPRING RACE SCHEDULE] —

BU Crew is selling artwork by rowers Christine Dengel 4/18 Busfield Invitational Regatta
(605) and John Bruno (609). [CheckOwagouNY t he full ¢
tions of Christine's silkscreens and John's photos on 4125 Metropolitan Championships
our team website:  www.binghamtoncrew.org . New Rochelle, NY
All artwork was graciously donated to Binghamton Crew in order to raise
funds for the team's ever ~ -growing equipment needs. Thank you for your 52 -3 New York State Collegiate
support! Championships

Whitney Point, NY

5/8 -9 Dad Vail Regatta

FROM SIDELINE 1 YOUBVE GOT MAL [

TO STROKE A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEPRESIDENT 5/23 -24 ACRA Club National

Championships Regatta
A novice transformation Oak Ridge, TN
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR REGATTA DETAILS AND

DRIVING DIRECTIONS ( www.binghamtoncrew.org ).

L ALUMNI ]
Want to be Featured in The Catch?
Wedr e al ways l ooking fo

write about their past experiences with
the team or to be interviewed for the
Alumni Spotlight. If you would like to

. contribute to  The Catch , contact the
g Team Public Relations Executive, at

Nicole Stadnicky

Former varsity member Lena Huberman -Perez il s x = % -E'ffﬁ i ublic.relations@binghamtoncrew.or

(fourth from the left) with Coach Robert Emer- ! . . . John Bruno Not a Writer? Thatods OK!
son ag?‘ her poalmate_s ?Itv}?e 20[[);3 _NYSN$°"e’ The team poses for a picture during Spring Break 2008 in Blounts Creek, NC. Talk with other alums who have not

glate Championships in Whitney Point, 1Y- BY NICOLE STADNICKY been in contact with BU Crew for some-

BY LENA HUBERMAN -PEREZ Varsity Rower, Team CoPresident time, and let's get everyone interested

. in! All alums are welcome to talk
Former Varsity Rower . . . ) again o .
4 I I ello Parents & Alum! This  with the varsity women is because | With us and send us e -mails including
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I f I was known for anything

growing up, it was definitely not taking club sports to new  know that he loves us. public.relations@binghamtoncrew.org
my athleticism. | did attempt to heights and, with our numbers On the other hand, unfortu- so we can reconnect! We will then send
be more sporty at different junc- | nearly reaching triple digits, we nately, the varsity men have |You other publications in the future,
tures of my youth, but in the long | are preparing for a highly competi-  scared Coach Hogan into retire- | 20" With invites to our annual events.
run | always remained the musical | tive season. ment for the second time! His [—1/NSIDE THE CATCH]
loving, museum-aholic, silly nerd We started the year off with  experience, expertise, and dedica- | C0lin Avlesworth
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that was comfortable with my lack the purchase of two boats and a  tion have proven to be irreplace- )
Coaches Profiles / p8

of athletic prowess. The world of set of oars from Ithaca College. Of  able. This semester the crew team
sports was just something | was not course, with our luck and the Sus-  held a retirement banquet for [ John Bruno

cut out for and | accepted my posi- guehanna so | ow, Hogandaitee theaBusfieddaRegatta. | Coach Hogan Retires / p4
tion appreciating athletes pushing managed a few minor casualties.  Around 40 alumni came to honor | Power Twenty /p6

themselves from my comfy seat on | The Susquehanna, as Coach Em- their beloved coach. Rob Correni

the sidelines or the sofa. erson claims, is apparently cleaner Fundraising: As our team | A pefiection on Leadership / ps
That changed during my first t han itos ever b eostinues hiee grawr &0, doed out
semester at Binghamton when | | now that the sun is finally able to  need for equipment. Throughout | Michael Eichler
was enjoying crew vicariously | reach the bottom of the river, the  the year, the team will be seling |!' " McKennads Memory / p3
through my friend Gretchen who | algae is growing out of controll Java Joeds coff eq YHFiPhR%P* making it

was on the team. | was eager for And as usual, the fog has man- even easier than before. If you Vivien Levine
Gretchen to regale me with her aged to keep us off the water on a are interested in helping out the Third Annual John McKenna

stories of what crew entailed. When number of occasions. team and would like to purchase | Memorial 5K / p3
she told me, | would genuinely and In addition to our two new some coffee, the link can be )

. . . . Michagl Mohr .
excitedly reply with things like: boats, we have adopted a new f ound on our te FdND By How& RS I t e
i Wo w, that is hafy ®dNooi ee [IMen$sun@oa evw.binghamwrecrewfong.o m Boat? / p2
so intense. You definitely have what | Ithaca College, Jane Semiz, a Our Rent-a-Rower fundraiser
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BACKPADDLE

A REMINISCENCE ON FORMER MEMBERS AND NOTABLE EVENTS

BACKPADDLE » 2006
HEY BUDDY, HOW
IS THE NEW BOAT?

A TRUE STORY ABOUT A TOUGH NEW BOAT
BY MICHAEL MOHR

Alumnus, Class of 2007, Team President 20052007
his is the story of a President who was in

charge of purchasing the new Vespoli 8+

last spring. Some say the Fenton has a
curse, a curse that | have been a witness to.
The purchase of a new boat was one of the
must fun/stressful things that | have done as
part of the executive board, and just like any
good Binghamton Crew story, nothing went as
expected.

The crew had not purchased a boat in
years, and we were desperate for a new
heavyweight eight. When | became President,
a top priority was to drive the team toward this
new boat purchase because we had 8 rowers
but no boat to put them in. We started the
year with an entirely new e-board, all of us
learning as we went along. The first order of
business was to figure out how to actually run
our team, but as soon as we figured that out,
all we could think about was buying a new
boat.

Then the ideas began. We needed to raise
a lot of money, at least $7,000 if we were go-
ing to make our purchase. We wound up hav-
ing four major fundraisers over the year, but
we started off slowly.

We needed a new approach to fundraising
to do more than we ever had before but we
ran into a lot of roadblocks. Even Mother Na-
ture was cursing us with hurricanes in Florida,
so the famed orange fundraiser was out. We
regrouped and started some more research,
looking at ideas from other crews for inspira-
tion.

From this came the Inch-By-Inch fund-
raiser and a large step toward our new boat. |
came across Geneseo
they had a similar set up. One of our novice
coaches at the time was from Geneseo and
filled us in on all the details.

When we attended the Stonehurst Re-
gatta | saw a boat on a trailer with names all
over it. | thought it was a brilliant idea and

ALUMNI

WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOUR
FORMER TEAMMATES ARE UP TO?

To join the Binghamton Crew Alumni E -mail List
-Serv, contact the Team Secretary, at
secretary@binghamtoncrew.org

If you would like to contribute an article to
BACKPADDLE or would like to be featured in
the Alumni Spotlight, contact the
Team Public Relations Executive, at
public.relations@binghamtoncrew.org

John Bruno

Varsity women practicing in the Bob Emerson in Summerton, SC.

away we went. Proposals were drawn up for the
university and T7he Catch featured this new
fundraiser. | thought it was the perfect fund-
raiser, after al |,
on a boat!

The next fundraising push came in the
form of a little coxswain with a funny idea. New
to the team, Megan Farley, suggested how hys-
terical it would be to have a funny calendar
featuring the amusing and ridiculous pictures
we have of each other. Just suggesting it as a
playful idea lit a light bulb, and the official Bing-
hamton Crew Calendar was born. Although not
as playful as Megan originally intended, it was a
big money maker, and our families were happy
to have something they could actually use.

Fundraising continued into the spring, dig-
ging back into some old crew ideas from alumni.
We were off to the Oakdale mall, teaching little
kids how to row and racing 2Ks every hour. To
get this fundraiser moving and draw more at-
tention we added prizes. It was around super
bowl time, which gave me the idea to design
the erg-a-thon like a super bowl pot. We made
squares that people purchased and all the team
members were listed on the axis of the chart.
The person who had the square of the winning
man and woman rower won the prize.

The event was a big success, required
minimal set up, and generated a lot of interest.
This was also where our last fundraiser of the

C r yeay lkinto gus laps.iwheg we\ingtdhe pwners

of Java Joes, and our coffee sale fundraiser was
on its way.

Finally the new boat was within reach and
it was time to strike a deal. The coaching staff,
and the e-board found the perfect boat to buy
from the Radcliff crew. | worked out a finance
plan with Vespoli and the campus Club Sports
office so we did not have to put all the money
up front and we were ready to go. The first
payment was sent and we were set to pick up
the boat the following week. Two days before
we were to go to Boston to pick up the boat, |
realized | never informed the insurance com-
pany of our purchase. Freaking out that our
financing was not going to be approved without
insurance | quickly added the new purchase to
the policy just in time.

Now the story really gets good. | was not
able to attend the expedition to Boston, but |
was confident the infamous Bill Butler and Dan
Hogan had it all locked up. Two of the varsity

wh o

men, Shaun Brown and Zach Frone, went
along for assistance and good conversation.

After loading the boat, Bill Butler asked Dan,

Well he was right, and before the boat

was even out of eyeshot of the Radcliff boat-

house, out of nowher e,
and off goes the stern! Then came the phone
call, not more than 5 minutes after the acci-
dent; Bill Butler was actually cutting the re-
mainder of the stern off as | was calling Zach.
Our conversation went something like this:

Mike: Hey buddy how is it going, how is the

r

(who had driven the enti
want me to drive?0 Dan
fine, and hey | h a vl ednnd t
DUE. o

C

WPk | Iy ih Beautify?y 15 (it everything we n 4 me

knew it was going to be and so much more?
Zach: Oh hey Mi ke. Oh
Mike: Just nice? Whatods
Zach: Well, we had a little problem. The
boat kind of é wel l ,
truck!

Mike: IT GOT HIT BY A WHAT?!
Zach: Yeah, we hit a
wedre working on
Mike: ¢ wel | , is it
Zach: Yeah, buddy. I'toés

After taking a deep breath all | could think
was, AiThank god |
ance before they | eft.
biggest disaster in the history of man to de-
stroy our brand new (to us) boat with no insur-
ance, and the team would have probably or-
ganized a coup.

Well Dan Hogan saved the day again.
Without missing a beat he whipped out his cell
phone and called Mr. Vespoli himself (he has
him on speed dial). The trip took a brief diver-
sion to Connecticut on the way back where the
boat merchants were waiting for their new
arrival. | called the insurance company and
worked everything out to go ahead with re-
pairs.

Just before the Busfield we finally re-
ceived our new beautiful shell. We had a brand
new stern and a slightly used 7 through bow
seat. All in all, it was a wonderful hair pulling
experience! And donot
Dan Hoganés column f

it

or

has smashed on things! y’

RETURNING TO THE
SOUTHERN TIER?

Binghamton Crew shares the Les Wagner
Rowing Center with the Hiawatha Island Boat Club
in Owego, NY.

Check them out on the web at:
http://www.hiawathaislandboatclub.com
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John J. McKenna IV
Memorial 5K

| N Mc KENNAGS MEMORY

BY MICHAEL EICHLER
Varsity Rower, Team Vice President, McKenna 5K Committee Chairman

fall of 2006 after the executive board, along with Coach Dan Hogan, be -
gan getting e-mails from alumni about former rower John McKenna
(1994-1998). He was killed in action in Irag on August 16th of that year.

By late September, then President Michael Mohr had contacted me about
the feasibility of putting this event on together as | had planned a 5K for my
late cross-country coach the previous summer.

With that, the John McKenna Memorial 5K began to take shape. Our goal
was to honor John McKennads memory, his indelible spirit and the vi|rt
he and the Crew shared commitment, strength, dedication.

A committee was formed with members from each squad and over the
next few months we pooled our ideas to create a great event in honor of
John.

The inaugural event took place on March 24, 2007 on the Westside of
Binghamton beginning in Recreation Park. There were apprOXimater 200 run- Binghamton University students, community members, and friends of McKenna at the start-
ners and at least 400 pe0p|e in attendance. The event was covered by all the ing line of the First Annual John J. McKenna Memorial 5K Run on Saturday, March 24, 2007.

local media including the Press & Sun Bulletin and local Fox, CBS and ABC affiliates.

The money raised totaled approximately 6,000 dollars. Those funds were split between the NYS Trooper Scholarship Foundaton, the Injured Ma-
rine Semper Fi Fund, and Binghamton Crew in our effort to purchase a boat named after John McKenna IV.

This year the event was held on Saturday, March 28, 2009 at 9:30 AM. The event was a huge success as we increased our number of runners and
the money raised. Also, for the second year in a row we were able to meet and discuss past stories of the crew with the many alums who showed up
to honor their good friendds I|ife.

This event takes a lot of community collaboration and would not be possible without the help of Triple Cities Runners Clu b who provided finish line
assistance, Knucklehead Embroidery and Campus Recreatiory.

T he planning for the John McKenna Memorial 5K Run began in the

John Bruno

THIRD ANNUAL JOHN
McKENNA MEMORIAL 5K

BY VIVIEN LEVINE
Varsity Rower, McKenna 5K Committee SubChairwoman

n the early hours of March 28", 600 spectators along with 500 runners,

Binghamton Crew, family and friends gathered together to honor the

loving memory and spirit of John McKenna IV.

This year, the third annual John J. McKenna Memorial 5K Run was bigger
and better than ever. The race has gained some steam, growing from a pro-
ject of Binghamton Crew to a self-sustaining and respectable 5K race that has
gained a following in the Binghamton area and the Southern Tier.

A heavy weight mends four shell was

Dan Hogan and the mayor of Binghamton, Matt Ryan, standing by.

Chris Carpenter

Marines present colors right before the start of the Third Annual John J. McKenna Memorial The 5K run was established in 2007 to honor John McKenna, an alum of
B¢ Fun on Saturday, Mareh 26, 2005 Binghamton Crew from 1994-1998. Killed in combat while on his third tour in
Fallujah, Iraq in 2006, while trying t

major impact on his family and all those who knew him. His indelible spirit

WE@ RE CURRENT |_p ompted Johndés family to establish a
was the John McKenna Memorial fund, in which money raised goes to the

SEARCH I NG FOR A COACHI Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund and the NYS Trooper Scholarship Fundn

order to honor the two organizations he served. For the past three years

, | \RX ﬂ UH L Q WHUHVW H@edsprq:y @Wr@ pam/oewquep between the Crew Club in order

. to purchase a boat in his name, and this fund.
Team President, at: s
president@binghamtoncrew.org Run has become a great success and the future of this race looks bright, as
more and more people learn about this annual event and come to honor a
fallen alumnus. y°

year the dream of a Heavy Weigh

raised by the race and was named in Jol
| oader was christened at the race by J
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